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Editorial

In my last newsletter I failed to mention the results of the bee disease checks undertaken at our meeting at the beginning of September. I can report, with some relief, that the bees checked showed no signs of nosema or acarine. I know some of the Surrey Divisions have noted high infestation levels of nosema which they attribute to “taking their eye off the ball”. The moral as expressed by Weybridge is don’t become so distracted by the problems posed by varroa that you forget to check for the other nasties. The method for dealing with nosema is to add fumidil B to your winter feed but its now too late if you haven’t already done so. If you still have concerns about the number of varroa mites still left in your colonies after treatment with apiguard, Epsom Division are holding a workshop, run by Alan Byham, on the use of oxalic acid. The workshop will be held in their apiary at Upper Mill, Kingston Road, Ewell KT17 2AF on Saturday 25th October 10am till 1pm. As we are on the beekeeping tack at the moment are you thinking about putting mouse guards on your colonies? no, maybe you should.  

The new SBKA Constitution was endorsed and unanimously approved at the EGM in Weybridge at the end of September. We now have a constitution, which if accepted by the Charity Commision,  complies with the requirements of the Charity Act. One of the changes that will affect WBKA is the need to appoint a trustee. Each SBKA division must propose a trustee who will then be accepted, hopefully, at the SBKA AGM. This will mean there will be eleven trustees in SBKA instead of the three we currently have giving the divisions more control as Tim Lovett explained in his letter last month.

After my request for articles for possible use in our newsletter Fred Howard has kindly submitted a piece, including a photograph, which I have included at the end of this months edition. Fred has been keeping bees since he was a small boy and has been one of WBKA  stalwarts, he now feels its time to give up one of his last official posts, that of extractor manager. I would like to thank Fred for all his help, I’m sure he will still have a large role to play in the association. Any extractor enquires please address them to Peter Bowbrick.

Thanks to those of you who took the time to complete Alan Byham’s Honey Survey, it all helps with our cause to secure more funding from HMG for bee research. Talking to some of the members in Surrey last month some beekeepers have no honey to show for all their efforts this year. They attribute this to poor weather and the failure of colonies to build quickly enough earlier in the season.

BBKA  Bee Health Research Petition

I’m sure you all used the form that accompanied your BBKA News earlier in the year and that you all managed to get signatures supporting the campaign for more bee research funding so this is the next step a message from Tim Lovett President BBKA.

To paraphrase the words of a famous Englishman, we are not at the beginning of the end but perhaps at the end of the beginning, in terms of the campaign.
Much hard work by all involved has seen an ongoing stream of articles in the press, on radio and TV.  We have been frequent participants on Farming Today, Country File, GM TV, and even made Richard and Judy and Newsnight, not to mention lots of local coverage too.  Well done all those who have done their bit – sometimes getting up at 04.30 to be on site in the apiary for the TV crew that wants to look at bees before sunrise – what fun! 
The campaign has been running for just 24 weeks.  The Petition has been a massive success.  What a massive effort has been put in by Associations, Branches and individuals, young and old. We will comfortably exceed 100,000 signatures by the time we present them to 10 Downing Street on Wednesday 5 November.  Please ensure that you get ALL petition forms back to Stoneleigh by Friday 31 October.  If you are attending the National Honey Show then you can deliver them there by hand, to the BBKA Exhibit, if that’s more convenient.  Delivering the Petition to Downing Street will be a key part of our demonstration and mass lobby on 5 November.
There are positive signs that funding will materialise from business.  Rowse Honey have already committed £100K and we are talking to other potential donors. We have hopes for funding from the Wellcome Trust and the BBSRC too, but none of this lets the Government off the hook!  
Smokers in Whitehall - Wednesday 5 November
This event will mark the end of the petition stage of the campaign.  It is essential that we get a substantial turnout from across the country.  Permissions have been granted by the Metropolitan Police for us to assemble, demonstrate (i.e. show placards), deliver the petition and then go into the Houses of Parliament to lobby our MPs.  Wednesday has been chosen because that’s the day when all MPs are in Westminster for the fun and games of Prime Minister’s Questions. It is vital that you contact you MP before the day to tell him/her that you will be there to lobby on the bee health research campaign.  Don’t worry if fellow beekeepers who share the same MP will be coming; the more the better.  The timing of the demo and lobby should allow even our most distant Associations to be present and then do a little shopping/sightseeing before returning home.  Overleaf you will find the key facts concerning this event.  Once you have decided to take part please contact Stoneleigh by e-mail register@britishbeekeepers.com or phone 02476 696679 giving your name, Association, e-mail or phone contact.
And so now on to matters closer to home, our AGM

Wimbledon Beekeepers' 2008 Annual General Meeting

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF

THE WIMBLEDON DIVISION OF THE SURREY BEEKEEPERS' ASSOCIATION WILL BE HELD ON

Monday 3rd NOVEMBER 2008 AT 7:45 PM at Morden Hall Medical Centre

This is your chance to influence the running of WBKA, are you happy with the current officers? Do you think you could do better? Are you willing to stand for election for one or more of the posts? Do you have ideas on how to improve the WBKA image?. As an added incentive to make your appearance we will have our usual “ kit sale” if you have any equipment you wish to dispose of bring it along and we will auction it for you, taking a small percentage of your cash for WBKA funds. As an added bonus this year our librarian, Charlotte, will bring a number of publications no longer required by the association, so it’s a win win situation.

Sorry Folks, there should be a picture of young Fred here but my scanner is not talking to my new hard drive.

This picture was taken in 1938 on Prince George’s Playing Field when Fred Howard was a curly haired lad, he’s the one in the photo with the hat on. Fred would like to share some of the techniques his grandmother used when cooking with honey. So in his own words here is Fred’s contribution.

My grandmother used honey for most cooking and sweetening, In my minds eye I can still see her in the scullery bottling fruit in the old water boiler. So if you ever wish to cook or bottle fruit here are some good tips and recipes she left with me that I would like to share with you all. I would like to call it “Fred’s Grannies Cooking Know How”.

a. For measuring a level spoonful of honey first put the spoon in a deep cup of very hot water. After a short while take out the spoon and shake the water off before using immediately. The honey will run level very quickly.

b. Bottling Fruit. = 10oz of honey is equal to 8oz of sugar when sweetening. A rule of thumb is 10oz of honey to a pint of water. Storing fruit with honey takes on the flavour of the honey, so when opened later it has a delicious flavour.

c. Three level tablespoons of honey will sweeten 1lb of fruit for stewing. The method is to put the honey in a saucepan cover with water and heat. To this hot syrup add the fruit and cook, stirring gently until tender and then serve. Any type of honey can be used when stewing fruit. My next article will be “cakes”.

Fred Howard
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September 2008 Weather Statistics
Average daily maximum temperature 18.3 oC (1.6oC below average)

Highest daily maximum 20.5oC

Lowest night minimum  4.4oC

Rainfall was 48.6mm 84% of the average.

This information was obtained from John Smith’s website at:  www.london-weather.eu 

2008 Calendar 
October 25th       Epsom Workshop on the use of oxalic acid. 10am – 1pm.
October 30th-November 1st
 The National Honey Show. St Georges College, Weybridge.

November 3rd     WBKA Meeting. AGM and equipment exchange.

November 5th     BBKA presentation of petition to Downing Street and mass lobby of MPs.

November 29th   SBKA AGM. Hosted by WBKA. The Snuff Mill Morden Hall Park.

December 8th     WBKA Meeting. Honey Show and Christmas Party
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