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Editorial

I expect it has been a busy month for most beekeepers, with honey extraction underway and the Olympics to contend with. At the last WBKA, Fred Howard gave a very lively and interesting talk on “Preparing Honey and Wax for Showing”. Fred intimated that some of his tips have been guarded by multiple National Honey Show winners for decades, but being a decent chap he was happy to pass them on to WBKA members. Now I expect those of us who were at the meeting will be unwilling to divulge Fred’s snippets of wisdom as we will all be doing our utmost to win prizes at the next National Honey Show? The great thing about this years prestigious event is that it will be held at St George’s College, Weybridge, just a short drive down the A3. There will be the usual displays of honey and hive products as well as lectures, workshops and trade stands. It is worth a visit even if you have no intention of entering any of the classes in the show, a flyer and Show Schedule will be available at our next Monday WBKA meeting. This year Peter Bowbrick has made a bulk purchase of 1lb honey jars. They come in boxes of 72 so if you’re ready give Peter a call for details and prices.

Extraordinary General Meeting (Surrey BKA), 30th September 2008
In her role as Secretary of the SBKA, Sandra Rickwood has sent the following notice: 

SURREY BEEKEEPERS' ASSOCIATION
 "Notice is hereby given of an Extra-ordinary General Meeting of the Surrey Beekeepers' Association to be held at St James' Church Hall, Weybridge, KT13 8DE on Tuesday, 30th September 2008 at 8pm.

                          Business to be conducted is the acceptance of a new constitution.

 

Now that the final amendments have been made, the long process of preparing the new Constitution to comply with the requirements of the Charities Commission is complete. The new document will replace the existing 'Rule Book', which no longer conforms to laws relating to the running of charities. All that remains now is for members to vote on its adoption. Accordingly, this EGM has been arranged. Please make a note of the date, and endeavour to attend the meeting, so that a representative body of beekeepers will be present. I have a hard copy which will be available at our next meeting (20-odd pages), if you would like a copy via email let me know.

Now back to beekeeping, I’m sure you have all been monitoring your colonies for varroa and are aware of what levels of infestation you have. The next step is to start treating with Apiguard as soon as you have removed your supers. Apiguard is more effective when the outside air temperature is above 15 deg C so the earlier you can start treatment the better. Is this the time for thinking about preparing your hives for winter? Well if you want healthy colonies that will survive until the spring I guess you do. After treating your colonies with Apiguard it’s a good idea to feed them with syrup (2kg sugar to 1ltr of water) as a backup to their own stores. If you add Fumidil B, at 5ml per colony, to the syrup it will aid in the eradication of nosema.  As with the honey jars WBKA has purchased Apiguard for sale to its members, again call Peter for details and advice on how best to use it.

The next meeting of WBKA on the 1st September will be one of our bee disease check evenings. If you would like a sample of your bees checked for nosema and acarine bring along 30 freshly killed bees from each of your colonies in their own box or jar. We would of course prefer them to be dead and the best way to do this is place the sample in your freezer but do not leave them in there to long, dissecting squashy bees is difficult and not much fun.

Now the next article, gleaned from the web is food for thought as is the article I read recently on using ozone to sanitize hive equipment, well they use it to disinfect laundry in hospitals so maybe more reading is in order.


CCD. Pinning Down the Causes
 Researchers are making progress in pinning down the cause or causes of Colony Collapse Disorder (CCD), a mysterious ailment that threatens the beekeeping industry and the crops and native plants that rely on honey bees for pollination.

A team led by Diana Cox-Foster, professor of entomology, reported a strong correlation between CCD and the presence of Israeli acute paralysis virus, making the pathogen a prime suspect in the disease. Since that time, researchers have introduced IAPV to healthy honey bee colonies in a controlled greenhouse environment in an effort to induce a collapse. Within one week of introducing the virus, they observed dramatic bee mortality, with bees dying outside the colonies across the room in the greenhouse. Bees were found on the floor with paralytic-type movements, and guard bees were observed removing paralytic bees from colonies and flying across the room. The majority of these ‘twitcher’ bees were found to have IAPV. Within a month, infected colonies had declined to small clusters of bees, many of which had lost their queens. These data indicate that IAPV is a highly pathogenic virus. But they do not yet support a finding of IAPV as the sole cause of Colony Collapse Disorder. Researchers still suspect that additional stresses are needed to trigger CCD. Among the potential triggers being investigated are environmental chemicals. U.S scientists analysing pollen, wax, adult bees and brood (larvae) have found the presence of dozens of chemicals, including pesticides used by agricultural producers to protect crops and by beekeepers to control hive pests such as parasitic mites.

“This raises several complicated questions,” said Maryann Frazier, senior extension associate in entomology. “Some of these compounds could react with each other to cause toxic effects or could combine with viruses or poor nutrition to weaken immunity and cause colony collapse. We also need to do more research to understand these chemicals’ sub-lethal effects on bees.” Though the role of chemicals in Colony Collapse Disorder is still unknown, Frazier noted that beekeepers need more options for controlling varroa mites so they can reduce their reliance on chemicals. “With the sheer number of compounds we’re finding in hives, it’s hard to believe that pesticides aren’t contributing to the general decline in bee health,” she said.
Bee Craft News

Bee Craft, your “Official Journal of the BBKA” is currently looking at producing a digital version, which eventually they hope to be able to sell on its own without postal charges. They will keep us informed as they develop this idea. In the meantime they have requested that I obtain permission from WBKA members to divulge their email addresses. They will then be able to send you a sample copy of the digital edition. They have assured me that they will not pass email addresses to any other organisations. If you would like to give it a try just email me and I will pass your address on to Bee Craft.

I would like to congratulate WBKA member Dr Graham Wilkin on his article in the  BBKA News on “Introductory Genetics for Beekeepers”. Graham gave a talk at one of our Monday meetings on this subject but I still confuse my haploids and diploids. Part 2 of Grahams article should sort me out and I am looking forward to reading it.
Local Bee Equipment Suppliers

Epsom Division Shop
SBKA (Epsom) Shop at Ewell Apiary (Behind Upper Mill) Kingston Road, Ewell. All Beekeepers welcome. The shop is open every Saturday 3pm to 5pm until 27th September.

Paynes Southdown Bee Farms Ltd. 01273 843388
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July 2008 Weather Statistics
Average daily maximum temperature 22.4 oC (0.9oC below average)

Highest daily maximum 29.1oC

Lowest night minimum  7.7oC

Rainfall was 61.4mm 145% of the average.

This information was obtained from John Smith’s website at:  www.london-weather.eu 

2008 Calendar 
September 1st     WBKA Meeting Bee disease checks.

September 30th   SBKA EGM  8pm St James’ Church Weybridge KT13 8DE 

October 6th         WBKA Meeting. Topic to be arranged.
October 30th-November 1st
 The National Honey Show. St Georges College, Weybridge.

November 3rd     WBKA Meeting. AGM and equipment exchange.

November 29th   SBKA AGM. Hosted by WBKA. The Snuff Mill Morden Hall Park.

December 8th     WBKA Meeting. Honey Show and Christmas Party
Association Committee Members
	Chairman:

Peter Bowbrick

Tel: 020 8648 6358

Email:

pjbowbrick@yahoo.com


	Secretary/Newsletter/SBKA Rep

Phil Barnes

Tel: 020 8395 4719

email:

philipbarnes@blueyonder.co.uk
	Treasurer:

John Masters

Tel: 020 8946 1081



	Swarm Secretary:

Peter Bowbrick 

Phil Barnes


	Programme Secretary:

Charlotte Winterborn

Tel: 020 8715 6144
	Librarian:

Charlotte Winterborn

Tel: 020 8715 6144

	Extractor Manager:

Fred Howard

Tel: 020 8648 1268


	Local Bee Advisors:

Peter Bowbrick

Fred Howard

Paul Gardiner – Tel 020 8241 7905


	Apiary Wardens:

M.H.P. Peter Bowbrick

Holne Chase. Phil Barnes

Cannizaro.Max Gladwyn

           020 8946 0374

	Regional Bee Inspector

Alan Byham

Tel: 01306 611016

Seasonal Bee Inspector

David Rudland

Tel:07798 915480


	National Bee Unit website:

www.Beebase.csl.gov.uk

Tel: 01904 462510
	WBKA website:

www.wimbledon-bees.co.uk


2

