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Editorial

Since January WBKA have run three beekeeping courses for beginners, the available places were filled in no time and in fact Peter Bowbrick had to turn people away. Wimbledon Division as part of the SBKA has charity status and therefore has a remit to promote beekeeping. I think Peter and his team have exceeded this with close to fifty students attending WBKA courses this year. While WBKA will find new members from those who participated it is to our credit that people came from north London and beyond to attend.

Many thanks to Peter Bowbrick and Charlotte Winterborn who put together and coordinated the events and not forgetting those that gave their time to help with the practical sessions in the apiary.

So students who attended our earlier beekeeping courses and have joined WBKA are now in a position to put hives in Morden Hall Park but where can they obtain suitable colonies to stock them? I understand that the auction in West Sussex on 10th May had 2 colonies of bees for sale both eventually went for £200 and £220 each. Fred Howard, our present extractor manager and past holder of many of the WBKA committee posts, kindly stepped into the breach and supplied bees free of charge to at least four of our new members. Thanks Fred, a very generous gesture when you consider the cost of buying in bees from commercial sources. 

The subject of honey extraction and how to get started was addressed at the last WBKA Monday evening meeting. Peter Bowbrick, a man of many talents, demonstrated the processes, a dry run I might add, from uncapping your sealed frames through to putting your honey into jars. The old hands added to the Q&A with their preferred methods of avoiding honey sticking to door handles and every available flat surface in the kitchen. If you need to hire one of the WBKA extractors plus the uncapping tray give Fred Howard a ring, his telephone number is on the last page
A taste of honey ousts marmalade

'Honey has replaced marmalade on the nation's breakfast table after health gurus labelled it as a "superfood"... it could even overtake jam as the most popular spread within a few years...  sales of honey have risen by 11% in the past year... honey's high antioxidant content has put it into the "superfood" bracket – a coveted label... but the rise in honey sales comes amid worldwide concern over the unexplained collapse of some bee colonies.'
          Daily Telegraph 16th June 2008 
Next WBKA Meeting

At the next WBKA meeting on the 4th August the subject will be “Preparing Honey and Wax for Showing”, come along and get some tips and ideas for another fascinating aspect of beekeeping. The National Honey Show is being held at Weybridge this year so you could expand your mind even further if you wish. 

Equipment for Sale.

Norman Chapman has the following for sale:

Honey Extractor, stainless steel tangential with a variable speed electric motor. It will accept 2 BN deeps or 4 BN shallows. Norman would like £150 and he can be contacted on 020 8640 0030.

If you have any beekeeping related equipment for sale or are on the lookout for spare equipment let me know I can add it to our newsletter. 

This month I have extracted an article from the Weybridge BKA newsletter to add a little variety to the proceedings, so thanks to Geoff Cooper for the following. An article submitted to the Farnham BKA newsletter has also been included, enjoy. 

Vaseline for stopping robbing

The following note of a beekeeper's experience is from the British Bee Journal, 12 November 1891:

'You will no doubt remember that I promised to give some further account of an upset among my bees in consequence of an attack by robbers through the careless replacing of a hive roof. The robber-bees got into the super in hundreds and, after the roof had been set right, they crowded about every joint and crevice of the neighbouring hives as well as the one in question. So I got my smoker in play and as the bees were smoked off I painted the joints with vaseline. To my great relief I found this stopped the robbing and not a bee would come within an inch of where the vaseline was. To make doubly sure I also painted around the entrances being careful, of course, to keep it off the alighting-board. By this time the prisoners in the hive roof were trying to escape by the cones as I had stopped the entrances to the latter; so before I released them I painted round the base of each cone the same way and this stopped the attack in that quarter. In less than an hour all were working as usual – not a bee was killed, not a sting inflicted and peace was restored.'

To me this is a gem of extremely useful information; please let me know if you have information to the contrary, but the only information I have ever found on dealing with a colony being robbed is, "this is a very difficult thing to deal with", or "find the robbing hive and interchange it with the one being robbed". Here is a notable example of knowledge from the past being lost – and found. –Ed

Viruses/Varroa   (contributed by Mike Somers)

The Times of 30/06/08 carried a report on research at Rothamsted on the interaction of the honeybee deformed wing virus (DWV) and the varroa mite.  We have all seen bees with vestigial deformed wings crawling pathetically across our combs and it is invariably a sign of heavy varroa infestation.  So the question was “Do the varroa act as vector for the virus to enter the bee in the same way as aphids are known to vector viruses into their host plants?”  The situation appears to be more complicated  - the virus does not replicate in the varroa and although the varroa gut contains DWV it cannot regurgitate the gut contents, and so does not directly infect the bee host.  Viruses are known to be present at low levels even in varroa-free healthy colonies, but rarely if ever become a major problem, so there must be a connection between varroa and serious virus attack and it seems not to be classical vectoring.  The interaction between DWV and varroa remains to be fully understood.  In any case DWV is only one (though a very important one) of at least six viruses of honeybees, and may not be the prime suspect in CCD.  It is however encouraging to learn that bee virus research continues at Rothamsted after the departure of Brenda Ball.  MLS

If you have any articles that you have gleaned from the press or have leanings towards the literary side of beekeeping and would like to share them with your fellow WBKA members please feel free to send them to me for possible publication. I can cope with most formats even pen and ink. Ed
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Local Bee Equipment Suppliers

Epsom Division Shop
SBKA (Epsom) Shop at Ewell Apiary (Behind Upper Mill) Kingston Road, Ewell. All Beekeepers welcome. The shop is open every Saturday 3pm to 5pm until 27th September.

Paynes Southdown Bee Farms Ltd. 01273 843388
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June 2008 Weather Statistics
Average daily maximum temperature 20.6 oC (0.3oC below average)

Highest daily maximum 27.0oC

Lowest night minimum  7.6oC

Rainfall was 33.2mm 67% of the average.

This information was obtained from John Smith’s website at:  www.london-weather.eu 

2008 Calendar 
July 26th              Disease Recognition Day. Whyteleafe  School, Whyteleafe

August 4th           WBKA Meeting. Preparing Honey and beeswax products for Honey Shows.

September 1st     WBKA Meeting Bee disease checks. 

October 6th         WBKA Meeting. Topic to be arranged.
October 30th-November 1st
 The National Honey Show. St Georges College, Weybridge.

November 3rd     WBKA Meeting. AGM and equipment exchange.

November 29th   SBKA AGM. Hosted by WBKA. The Snuff Mill Morden Hall Park.

December 8th     WBKA Meeting. Honey Show and Christmas Party
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