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Editorial

Last week I attended a talk given by Linda Whitby from the charity “Hives Save Lives”- Africa, that, as the name suggests, is running beekeeping projects mainly in Uganda. The charity believes in providing economic opportunities directly to those who need it most, one beehive can make the difference between abject poverty and access to food, health and education. The whole concept seems a viable alternative to the massive food aid given to these communities that leads to a culture of dependency rather than one of self-sufficiency. Linda had even managed to bring some honey jars from Uganda complete with local non EC approved labels, the honey was claimed to cure most ailments and diseases including measles. Their website is www.hivessavelives.com so why not investigate further. I would like to thank Marion and Geoff Cooper of the Weybridge Division who kindly held the meeting in their front room and provided excellent tea and cakes together with an unusual honey tasting opportunity. Surrey Honey was the theme but a jar of buckwheat honey seemed a little far fetched until it was revealed that the “Surrey” was in British Columbia, nice one Geoff. 

So moving on from the problems beekeepers face in Uganda, including mass hive break-ins by chimpanzees, to CCD seems a large step but then it’s back to the problems facing of western beekeepers.  Celia Rudland of the Croydon BKA gave an update in a recent newsletter a précis of which follows.

 In the USA, CCD has now been linked with Israeli Acute Paralysis Virus (IAPV) although research only suggests that IAPV could be involved with CCD and no definitive link has been proved, however it does seem to be a good indication. As to where the IAPV came from this is also yet to be confirmed, but it looks like Australian package bees could be to ‘blame’, the jury is still out on this one too! It can’t yet be proved that IAPV is causing CCD but it may well be involved together with other stress factors such as Varroa, pesticides or poor nutrition. In the UK back in September, the Central Science Laboratory (CSL) announced its Horizon Scanning Project that is investigating the causes of the increased colony mortality in England and Wales where significant colony loses have occurred. Samples from colonies are screened for a comprehensive range of known pests and pathogens using both molecular methods on the CSL molecular Technology Unit and traditional laboratory diagnostic methods. 

It is obvious to me that more research is needed into the plight of our bees, as worldwide the value of pollination services is anything between $US31 billion and $US91 billion. The US are putting more funds into research but there the pollination services of bees is reckoned to be worth $US18 billion annually. In Australia of course they are worried about the reported link between the Australian package bees and IAPV/ CCD since Australian bees were allowed to be imported back in 2004 it is now an important industry.  But they are even more worried about the possible advent of Varroa into the country, which would be the end to the vast pollination work that wild colonies of bees do for plants of all types.  On home ground is seems unlikely that the pressures facing the bees will disappear magically so as beekeepers we need to become proactive on all fronts- raising awareness, raising standards and raising funds if necessary to protect our bees and every third mouthful of our food. 

Celia Rudland. 2008

A Kiwi at Weybridge.
Dr Murray Reid, National Manager Asure Quality New Zealand, has been invited by the Surrey Chairman Tim Lovett to speak to Surrey beekeepers on a topic he did not cover at the BBKA Spring Convention. The lecture will be held at 7:30pm in St James’s Church Hall Weybridge on Monday 21st April 2008. 

New SBKA Constitution.

As you are probably aware the SBKA committee have been working on a new constitution as

the present rules of the Surrey BKA do not meet Charities Commission law, and a new constitution is urgently needed. This will require a 70% majority vote at an SBKA EGM some time this summer. It is important to realise that this is a legal document, the broad framework of which is not negotiable, since it has to be approved by the Charities Commission. It is possible to alter some of the detail in the way that the trustees (i.e. the new Surrey council) delegate authority to the divisions, and the existing Surrey Council have an open mind on this and will all be consulting with their membership. But any changes must fit the legal framework and have widespread support. A lot of thought has been put into the document already by your elected representatives, who have your interests in mind. We feel that in practice there will be very little difference in the day-to-day running of the divisions, but lines of responsibility will be clearly defined, to everyone's advantage.
It will not be possible to propose any amendments at the EGM, the choice is yes or no to the constitution as then presented. Should the document not be approved, the consequences would be extremely serious, involving ultimately the transfer of all our assets (cash and property) to some other charity.
It has occurred to the SBKA committee that we need to explain clearly that there will be very little real change in the way things are run, even though on the face of it power is being centralised. The truth is, it always has been! 

The WBKA committee now have copies of the draft constitution and we will be discussing it at the next committee meeting on the 31st March with your best interests in mind. All WBKA members are entitled to a copy but at 21 pages it is a weighty A4 envelope, but if you are interested enough please let me know and I will send you one or you can pick one up at the next WBKA meeting.

As the next WBKA monthly meeting on the 7th April will be a talk by Peter Bowbrick entitled “Swarming its Control and Prevention” this seems a good time to publicise our swarm collection and distribution service.

Request for Swarms

Do you want a swarm this year to increase your stocks or maybe you have lost your bees this winter and need to restock? If you are interested in giving a swarm a good home this year please contact either myself or Peter Bowbrick As last year we will be running a list of members requiring swarms which will be run on a first come first served basis but you must have your equipment ready, a ‘phone call could come at any time. 

Local Bee Equipment Suppliers

Epsom Division Shop
SBKA (Epsom) Shop opens at Ewell Apiary (Behind Upper Mill) Kingston Road, Ewell on 29th March 2008 3pm to 5pm. All Beekeepers welcome. The shop is open every Saturday 3pm to 5pm until 27th September.

Paynes Southdown Bee Farms Ltd. 01273 843388
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January 2008 Weather Statistics
Average daily maximum temperature 10.9 oC (1.9oC above average)

Highest daily maximum 16.1oC

Lowest night minimum Ms 6.0oC

Rainfall was 11.0mm 23% of average.

This information was obtained from John Smith’s website at:  www.london-weather.eu 

2008 Calendar 
April 5th             3rd Surrey Bee Day, Ewell Castle School, Church Street Ewell. Tickets available from Sandra Rickwood Tel: 01932 244326 or rickwoodsbka@googlemail.com

April 7th            WBKA meeting. Swarming, control and prevention.

April 18th/20th   BBKA Spring Convention. Stoneleigh Park Exhibition Centre. Nr Coventry

April 21st           Lecture by Dr Murray Reid from New Zealand. St James Church Weybridge.

May 12th           WBKA meeting. Queen Rearing, speaker to be confirmed.

May 26th           Surrey County Show, Guildford.

June 2nd            WBKA meeting. IPM and exotic pests.  Alan Byham Regional Bee Inspector

July 7th             WBKA meeting. Question Time. Featuring “How to start Extracting”

October 30th-November 1st
 The National Honey Show. St Georges College, Weybridge.
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