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Editorial

As reported in last months Newsletter WBKA have introduced more of a teaching/information element to our monthly meetings. At the first meeting in 2008 Charlotte Winterborn gave a brief talk entitled “Beginning a New Year” and Paul Gardiner gave us an update on “What’s going on in the hive”? I must say Paul seems to be well prepared for the start of the new season with equipment cleaned and ready to go and he had already looked through most of his hives.  Paul advises “if it is warm enough to wear a t-shirt in the apiary it’s warm enough to look through the brood”. So with this information in mind and unseasonable temperatures in the apiary of 16oC on the 8th of February I had a look through my colonies, they have all survived so far with small patches of eggs and brood. I was intrigued with one hive that seemed to have a large number of small black bees in residence, what had happened to the brown incumbents of last year? Peter Bowbrick put me right with the information that it’s the small hairs on the bees that give them their colour and that familiar banding in old bees the hairs get worn off; so I must have a bunch of bald old ladies in my hive.

I would urge to come along to our meetings, you can pick up tips and useful information that will help you along the way to becoming a more confident beekeeper.

As the new beekeeping season gets into full swing I have taken this opportunity to included information on the next round of exhibitions, conventions etc. Last months newsletter included a date for the Surrey Bee Day, which turned out to be in error, the date has recently been confirmed as 5th April 2008 and here follows a full resume of the event

3rd Surrey Bee Day at Ewell Castle School, Church Street, Ewell KT17 2AW.

The 2008 SBKA mini-convention offers a full day, compromising lectures from four leading speakers on a mix of bee-related subjects. Our team this year includes Norman Carreck NDB (ex Rothamsted Research) who will pose the question, ‘Is the honey Bee native in the UK?’ a subject of growing concern with the current unhelpful output from Natural England. Glyn Davies, Master Beekeeper and Past President BBKA, returns to give a talk entitled ‘Looking at Eggs’- he told us much when he visited us in 2006 but there is still more to learn from the ‘egg man’! Dr David Aston NDB and Chairman of BBKA Technical Committee will talk on Integrated Bee Health Management, there will be much to take home and put into practice. Finally we are privileged to have Dr Madeline Hartley from Kew Gardens to give her talk entitled ‘Pollen: Purpose and Paradox’.
Proceedings start from 10 am with coffee and 2 lectures before lunch and 2 in the afternoon concluding with a round table discussion to finish 4.30pm

Tickets  £18.00 to include coffee, lunch and tea.

From: Sandra Rickwood, 19 Kenwood Drive, Walton on Thames, Surrey KT12 4AU




     01932 244326 or  rickwoodsbka@googlemail.com

________________________________________________________________________________

Now I know it’s many months away from our AGM and the election of WBKA officials but I thought the following information from Tim Lovett would encourage those who may feel like taking on a more active role in our association. It’s all part of the BBKA Spring Convention at Stoneleigh Park near Coventry, which runs from 18th to 20th April, (see website bbka.org.uk/convention.php ) 

BBKA Workshop – Spring Convention Sunday 20 April 2008

How often do we find ourselves in difficulty recruiting officials at Branch and Association level?  The lack of volunteers results in members having to carry on as Secretary, Treasurer, Chairman etc, for rather longer than they wish.  Why is there this dearth of candidates?  Of course we all lead busy lives and have other commitments, but could it be that many potential helpers are put off because they do not understand what (indeed, relatively how little) is involved in the jobs in question?  With this in mind the BBKA is offering a workshop under the title “So you want to be….” during the Education Day at this year’s Spring Convention. 

The workshop will try to cater for the key roles in Associations and Branches to include the Secretary, Treasurer, Chairman, Exam Secretary and Membership Secretary.  The morning session will start with a core programme to cover: 

The BBKA and its role

BBKA Constitution – a brief overview 

Beekeeping facts, figures and economic information

Beekeeping and the law; regulations, medicines, public liability

Charity law basics

The afternoon sessions will cater for the specialist roles of: 


Secretary


Treasurer (to include basic club accounting)

Membership Secretary (The members register)

The Examination Secretary (BBKA Exam System)

These sessions are open to existing officials who may wish to extend their expertise, of course. 

If you have budding candidates for roles in your association and you think the workshop could help them, please get in touch with Mary Dartnell - 023 8077 5445 asap please.  And by the way, perhaps there is such a thing as a free lunch – there is no fee payable for the workshop and lunch will be provided for participants.

The National Honey Show has moved.

Good news for all Surrey beekeepers, the National Honey Show has relocated this year to St Georges College, Weybridge. SBKA hope this will mean a bumper crop of entries this year, (Dr Ann Murray please note). The College has an excellent lecture theatre, trade exhibition space, good catering facilities and plenty of free parking. The National Honey Show is once again offering FREE full annual membership to new and potential members of WBKA. This will entitle you to visit the Show and attend lectures throughout the whole three days of the Show. It will also allow you to enter exhibits in the competitive classes free of cost. All I need is names of those interested which I will then forward to the Hon General Secretary, he will then write to you individually. So if you are interested contact me via email or telephone before the end of June.
Summer season work at as beekeeper in Trentino Italy.

Saturday night (16th/17th) was the coldest night of the winter in Morden. The minimum temperature of  minus 6.0°C. also occurred on 6th/7th February last year. No lower temperatures have occurred in February since 1991. What a change from the beginning of the month, just in case you feel the need to move to warmer climes I have a request passed to me by Sandra Rickwood, Secretary of SBKA, sounds good to me:
“I work as a European adviser for EURES ( www.eures-jobs.com ) and Jobcentre Plus covering the West Midlands Region. I've just checked our forum and an Italian colleague has bought a very interesting job to our attention and has specifically asked for it to be promoted through the UK. This is a genuine vacancy (I'm contacting you as you are based in my Region) I would be most grateful if you could bring this to attention of any BBKA members throughout the UK. I’m also contacting the Scottish Beekeepers Association.  My contact details are 0121 452 5410 if you want more information, Many thanks, Lorraine Morris, West Midlands EUREs adviser.”

Hope to see you at the next WBKA meeting on the 3rd March.

Phil
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January 2008 Weather Statistics
Average daily maximum temperature 10.2 oC (1.8oC above average)

Highest daily maximum 14.4oC

Lowest night minimum Ms 0.7oC

Rainfall was 67.8.3mm 123% of average.

This information was obtained from John Smith’s website at:  www.london-weather.eu 

2008 Calendar 
March 1st           West Sussex Beekeepers Association Annual Convention.

March 3rd          WBKA meeting. First inspection and varroa monitoring.

April 5th             3rd Surrey Bee Day, Ewell Castle School, Church Street Ewell.

April 9th             WBKA meeting. Swarming, control and prevention.

April 18th –20th   BBKA Spring Convention. Stoneleigh Park Exhibition Centre. Nr Coventry

May 12th            WBKA meeting. Queen Rearing, speaker to be confirmed.

June 2nd             WBKA meeting. Bee disease, speaker to be confirmed.

July 2nd               WBKA meeting. Question Time. Featuring “How to start Extracting”

October 30th-November 1st
 The National Honey Show. St Georges College, Weybridge.
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