Bee News

Surrey Beekeepers’ Association, Wimbledon Division

Ed:  Phil Barnes

Vol 132 No 01
January 2008

Editorial

So the start of a new year and I’m sure we are all wondering what’s happening to our bees, is it too cold to open the hive and have a look? Speaking to Peter Bowbrick I am assured that if we have a warm afternoon, and we have had a few recently, check out www.london-weather.eu for real time updates, there should not be a problem provided we just gently lift the crown board and do not attempt to look through the brood nest. I was worried that the amount of bee activity in the apiary throughout December would mean a shortage of stores in the hives but a quick look last week put my mind at rest for the moment. The books tell you to gauge the weight of the hive by hefting first one side and then the other to get some indication of stores, if the hive feels light then you may need to feed your bees candy to get them through the next few months. If I knew what “light” felt like I might have a chance so the use of a spring balance as advocated by Ron Brown in his book “Beekeeping A Seasonal Guide” seems the best option for the newer beekeeper. 

Although WBKA did not have a meeting in January your committee was addressing the possible needs of our members in the new season. The newer beekeepers on the committee were asked what they felt was needed to encourage more members to attend our monthly meetings. After debating the issue it was felt that the meetings needed more structure, with an introduction by our chairman, and set times for speakers and question and answer sessions. Meetings needed to be relevant to happenings in the teaching apiary on Sunday mornings so members could have an evening of theory followed by the practical if they wished the following Sunday. We did take into account that members have bees in places other than Morden Hall Park but the Monday meetings would try to keep ahead of the beekeeping season so members would know what to expect and not be taken by surprise when confronted by swarm cells etc. Tuition at our meetings would be undertaken by experienced members of WBKA, but guest speakers would also play vital part in our attempt to make our meetings more informative, interesting, useful and fun. In our attempt to keep you informed Bee News will publish, a month before, the proposed agenda for the next meeting. At the moment I have only an outline of the next few months, see the 2008 calendar at the end of this newsletter. If you have any suggestions on topics you might like to see covered please let Peter Bowbrick or myself know.

I did promise you in last months letter a break down of points and certificates awarded at our honey show but I seem to have mislaid the data, I’m hoping Charlotte still has her paperwork for me to scrounge. But as a pleasant surprise you can view all our winners on Toby Chapman-Dawes blog, so log on to www.mellifera.blogspot.com not only do you get pictures you get a very amusing insight into the world of the new beekeeper, excellent.

 In last months newsletter I talked about the SBKA 200 Club, this month I have attached the form, please have a go, the monies raised will be used to fund bee research projects.

Hope to see you at our next meeting.

Phil

West Sussex Beekeepers are holding their annual convention at Lodge Hill near Pulborough on the 1st March 2008. This looks very interesting with at least nine speakers and topics ranging from “Bees as Flying Machines” to “Pollen and Health” (in humans and bees), sounds great to me. I will be forwarding a copy to those of you on email, those of you who get a paper copy and would like more information just let me know.
The BBKA website is being redesigned and one of the features will be a section "Hints and Tips". This will be added to on a regular basis when new material becomes available. If you or any of your beekeeping colleagues have any suitable hints and tips on a wide variety of beekeeping subjects then please send them to Roger Patterson who is co-ordinating the section. r.patterson@pattersonpressings.co.uk or 3 Hayes Lane, Slinfold, Sussex, RH13 0SQ.
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December 2007 Weather Statistics
Average daily maximum temperature 8.8 oC (0.6oC above average)

Highest daily maximum 14.6oC

Lowest night minimum Ms 5.8oC

Rainfall was 40.3mm 65% of average.

This information was obtained from John Smith’s website at:  www.london-weather.eu 

2008 Calendar
January 28th 2008    Start of WBKA Beekeeping Course 

February 4th 2008    WBKA meeting. What’s going on in your hive? 
February 16th 2008    3rd Surrey Bee Day

March 1st 2008          West Sussex Beekeepers Association Annual Convention.

March 3rd 2008         WBKA meeting. First inspection and varroa monitoring.

April 9th 2008            WBKA meeting. Swarming, control and prevention.
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