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Editorial

As we approach the end of the current beekeeping season I hope your beekeeping efforts have been rewarded by at least a few jars of honey. I know yields have been down in some areas although those people lucky enough to have taken their bees to the heather have had a bumper end the to the year. One of the highlights of our year is the WBKA Honey Show, which will be held on the 3rd December so it would be prudent to start thinking about your entries now. Remember to keep back at least two jars of honey for entry into our competition but if you have no honey of your own you can still enter a cake, biscuits or fudge using honey from another source, more details with recipes next month. Those of our members with trophies awarded to them last year please make sure they are returned to our chairman in good time for presentation to our winners this year.

Which leads me on to a request from Alan Byham our Regional Bee Inspector for information on 

honey yields. I have reproduced Alan’s request here and the form is included with this newsletter. I know not all of you keep bees but bear with me; it’s easier to stuff everything into the envelopes than try and differentiate. Survey returns to me please, my address will be on the form. 

South East Honey Survey 2007
As per usual at this time of year, I am asking for information on honey yields and prices in the South East region. It has been a poor summer, with heavy rain after a good spring, so it will be interesting to see how honey takes have held up against last year.
As always, personal information is kept secure but average honey yields and prices are passed to Defra, which form part of the annual statistics for food production. The more information you, as beekeepers, can supply to Defra about the size and value of the honey crop and therefore by implication the value of honeybees to the economy in terms of pollination etc, the easier it will to support claims for further investment in the bee health/research budget. I will, as last year write up the results and send out a report later in the year.
Thanking you in advance for your help, Alan Byham

At last WBKA have received the BBKA membership capitation rates from SBKA and so you will all receive a new membership form for 2007-8. There has been a slight increase of £2 on last year so full membership will now be £30. There will be more changes in the future with new classes of membership being offered by the BBKA and the current retrospective approach to collecting membership fees being replaced by a current year approach. I expect to have more information in time for the next newsletter so I can update you then.

Our AGM will now be held on the 12th November, please note the change of date, it’s your chance to question your chairman and committee and perhaps put forward your ideas. As members you will be able to vote for a committee, which you feel, will serve WBKA well and maybe put forward yourself or another member for office. 

The National Trust in Morden Hall Park will be holding their Apple Day on 7th October from 11am until 3pm in the Snuff Mill, where the public are able to taste and purchase apples not available in their local supermarket. As most of you know our main apiary is in the old variety apple orchard in Morden Hall Park and WBKA will be part of the event selling honey and enlightening the public with their knowledge of bees and fruit pollination, must be worth a visit.

This month I have included a piece by Peter Ewins one of the Farnham BKA members, although I run Langstroth hives and it does not really apply I still found it very interesting. The effect of using open mesh floors is another changing aspect of beekeeping, which has yet to be fully evaluated, and as Peter points out does have implications when considering hive ventilation. 

Which way are you – cold or warm?  (contributed by Peter Ewins)
Because British hives are square, the frames can be put in the brood box either running from side to side or from front to back relative to the entrance.  These are known respectively as the “warm way” and the “cold way” since, in the latter, the air is free to blow from the entrance to the back of the hive between the frames. In the warm way, the first frame spans the entrance helping to reduce airflow and keeping it warmer in winter.

As you might expect among beekeepers, each way has its advocates.  But since moving to mesh floors and, in my case, to 14 x 12 brood frames, I think the argument has shifted strongly in favour of the warm way. There is now ample air circulation from the mesh floor, the first frame reduces unwanted drafts, and manipulation from the back of the hive rather than from the sides is easy (and less annoying to the bees).

But the main advantage of the warm way is that it allows easy frame rotation as part of Integrated Pest Management.  In my interpretation, in Spring/early Summer each year I remove the back 3 or 4 frames (not necessarily all on the same occasion) from the brood box and insert 3 or 4 new, un-drawn frames immediately behind the first frame having slid the others to the back. (The bees rarely use the first frame and I replace it only as necessary.)  The bees seem to like drawing the new frames and, if done at the right time of the year, it appears to lessen the inclination to swarm. The back three frames rarely have brood in them at this time of year and it is a useful way of removing frames with cells blocked with old pollen.  It also has the effect of spreading the brood so that all but the front and back 2 frames are used by the queen for laying. The net effect of this procedure is that all the brood frames are replaced on a rolling 3-year programme as part of the weekly inspection, I have contented and, I hope, healthy bees and they have a happy beekeeper.   PE
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August Weather Statistics
Average daily maximum temperature 21.0 oC (2.0oC below average)

Highest daily maximum 28.7oC

Lowest night minimum 8.5oC

Rainfall was 44mm 81% of average.

This information was obtained from John Smith’s website at:  www.morden-weather.com
2007 Calendar
October 1st – Talk by Peter Springall

October 7th – Apple Day Morden Hall Park 11am – 3pm. 

October 18th-20th –76th National Honey Show at the RAF Museum Hendon London NW9

November 12th – WBKA AGM and used equipment sale.

December 1st – SBKA AGM

December 3rd – WBKA Christmas Party and Honey Show.

For Sale and Wanted

This is your chance to dispose of all that equipment you no longer need, just drop me a line.
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