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Editorial

Once again the weather has done its best to thwart my attempts at bee management and honey production. Who would have thought that we were going to get 1.61 inches of rain in just a couple of hours during the latter days of July? Our apiary in Holne Chase only just missed being flooded, the run-off from the main road being held back by the long grass around the apiary enclosure. 

I hope you have all being using your IPM skills this season to combat varroa? I thought I had been doing quite well with drone culling, open mesh floors and ham-fisted attempts at using icing sugar. The varroa floor inserts, complete with sticky plastic film, showed below treatment levels of mite drop, even forked out drone brood was clear. Then on my last visit to the apiary one hive seems to have had a varroa explosion; the drone brood is heavily infested suggesting the hive requires immediate treatment. The other hives appear to be well below treatment levels, so now the dilemma. If we leave the supers on to maximise the honey yield we risk very high levels of varroa infestation at the end of the season. This option leaves us with the possibility that the colonies will be weakened and unable to sustain themselves through to next year. Alternatively, if we remove the supers as soon as possible and treat the colonies we will then at least give the bees a fighting chance of surviving through the winter without colony collapse. I think I will side with the bees and start treating with Apiguard sooner rather than later.

As reported last month our Chairman, Peter Bowbrick, has obtained a supply of Apiguard that is available to all WBKA members at discount prices. A box of 10 trays will cost you £16 and you need 2 trays to treat a hive. I realise that most members probably do not need a box therefore individual trays will be available for £1.60: contact Peter with your requirements. Just remember that we all have “resistant” varroa mites now, which means the old treatments using pyrethroids such as Bayvarol and Apistan are no longer effective. The instruction for the use of Apiguard is, unfortunately, printed on the boxes so for those of you who will be buying trays here is a brief résumé.

Method of administration: 

Peel back the foil leaving one corner attached, place the open tray centrally on top of the brood frames gel side up. Ensure there is at least 0.5cm between the top of the tray and the cover board by placing an eke or empty super on top of the brood box, close the hive. After two weeks replace the first tray with a new one using the same procedure. Leave the product in the colony until the tray is empty. Old hands will have noted that the procedure has changed slightly but I am quoting from the new batch of treatment. If you are running open mesh floors you will need to slide in a drawer to close it off and the holes in your cover/crown board that usually accommodate the porter bee escapes also need to be covered. Needless to say you must remove your honey supers before you start the treatment, as failure to do so will result in a taste-tainted honey.

Our next monthly meeting will be on the 3rd September and will be one of our bee disease check evenings. If you would like your bees checked for nosema and acarine you will need to bring about 30 dead bees in a container, the best way to kill them is to place them in your deep freeze for a few hours. It’s a very interesting evening and looking through the microscopes at your bees “internals” is fascinating. 

Some of you may have heard that our Chairman is set to become a television personality, well in New York at least. An American company who were filming the possible effects, if any, of Colony Collapse Disorder in Europe, had approached Richard Ball, our National Bee Inspector. They needed an apiary in or around London and Richard thought WBKA fitted the bill. Enter stage right our doughty Chairman who chose Holne Chase for his film debut. Peter tells me all went well with Richard going through an inspection of Peter’s hives with Peter looking on as the worried beekeeper. The film company had already filmed in France, Ireland and Portugal and their next stop was to be Spain. So if you’re in New York and watching a natural history programme by Partisan Films about CCD you may well catch a glimpse of our Chairman. 

I owe one of our new members an apology.  It seems that the printed name on the membership subscription cheque was not the same as that on the membership form, so for Mrs Lorna Gallagher please read Mr Richard Gallagher. Welcome Richard and again sorry, I really should have picked that one up before publication.

After hearing about one of our members being stung in a very sensitive place I thought this piece by Twickenham and Thames Valley Beekeepers on what and what not to wear in the apiary might be of use.

Start by thinking about the natural predators of bees: 
BEARS.
Anything that makes you look brown and furry is A BAD THING.
Veils
These are Essential. 
NEVER work with bees without one.
If you want to make your own, be as inventive as you like, but use black mesh – white curtain net is opaque when you are in it. In very hot weather, a tennis sweatband is a good idea, especially if you wear glasses.
Clothing needs to be:
Light-coloured and non-furry. Old duffle coats and so on are not a good idea.
Beetight. If you are using a combination of trousers and jacket, remember you’ll be bending over a lot.
Old. Beekeeping can be a messy business. 
Washable. To remove dirt and the smell of other bees, ideally to a boil-wash standard.
Expendable. If your colony get a serious disease it may be best to burn clothes to remove a source of contamination.
Sensible. Bees instinctively climb upwards into dark places. Flares, skirts and ‘liberating your belly button’ are thus ‘unwise’.

Above all, you need to be confident in your chosen kit. It is all too easy to imagine that a bee ‘has got in somewhere’ and panic, all beekeepers go through this phase!  Cover your feet and ankles. Sandals are not a good idea, wellies are better. In hot weather shoes & some padding in socks to protect ankles works well.
Gloves 
Please do not be tempted to buy the classical long beekeepers gauntlet with chamois leather palms. They are very expensive, unhygienic and impossible to clean of disease. In a bad case they WILL have to be burnt. ‘Marigolds’ are ideal. Bees can sting through any glove material except chain mail and thick leather - the purpose of gloves is to disguise the fact that you are a living predator; bees have not evolved to regard plastic as a threat. If you feel confident, we provide free disposable latex gloves at the Apiary.
Smells. 
Bees do not like the smell of beer or gin. 
Please DO NOT wear or use strongly scented perfume, soap, shampoo, hair gel or deodorants etc. Modern chemistry is very good at imitating natural chemicals and some act as alarm pheromones for bees. These can be detected by bees even when you think all has been washed off. The bees might mistake you for a flower and act accordingly!
On the same point, clothing that has been washed or dried with a scented fabric conditioner can produce hilarious effects if you are watching, but are not so much fun for the victim.
Also, please DO NOT wear leather, as the natural smell upsets bees. Motorcycle suits and watch straps are not appropriate. Bees have also evolved to target eyes as a defence, so items that glint like eyes (e.g. jewellery, watches and metal watch straps) are also upsetting to bees.
Finally, if you wear rings remember that if you do get stung and the finger swells badly, you may find that the casualty department has little choice but to cut the ring off. Please remove rings if you can or as soon as you get a sting that looks like a problem.
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July Weather Statistics
Average daily maximum temperature 21.2 oC (2.3oC below average)

Highest daily maximum 24.5oC

Lowest night minimum 7.9oC

Rainfall was 124.2mm 328% of average.

This information was obtained from John Smith’s website at:  www.morden-weather.com
2007 Calendar
September 3rd – Bee disease checks.

October 1st – Talk by Peter Springall

November 5th - TBA

For Sale and Wanted

This is your chance to dispose of all that equipment you no longer need, just drop me a line.
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