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Editorial

I am beginning to wonder if the predicted dry hot summer is ever going to happen. The rain has meant trying to inspect my hives over the last weeks has been a little hit and miss. My queens are unclipped which means I have to stick to weekly inspections if I’m going to avoid capped queen cells and swarming. I have missed my dead line a couple of times due to torrential downpours at the only spare slot in the day, which in turn has lead to rushed swarm control measures. When I first started keeping bees, not that long ago, I was told you will never have enough equipment available at the time you most need it, how right they were.  

Last month I put varroa trays in two of my hives to assess the rate of mite drop, to my relief they were both well within the limits for this time of year of less than 2 mites per day. I’m now waiting for the relief to turn into panic when I do my next mite drop assessment. The dusting with icing sugar did not happen, icing sugar turns very lumpy when exposed to moisture, must put mine in an airtight box. Talking of varroa and therefore I.P.M, did anyone go to any of the Bee Health Workshops? If you did would you let me know, maybe there is piece for the newsletter in there somewhere.

At our last meeting on 2nd July Peter Bowbrick, our chairman, gave an introduction on the finer points of frame making and honey extraction aimed mainly at our newer members. I think this was a precursor to the following Sunday apiary meeting where we needed umpteen frames made up for the association hives, many thanks for those who gave their time and effort. To our new members who have yet to select which hive they think they would like to run, I would strongly recommend a visit to the Blackhorse Apiary open day on Saturday 11th August 2007. John Hamer has just about every hive available somewhere in his apiary so you can see the different sizes and chat with John about the pros and cons of each. There is no charge for this annual event and a generous tea is always provided. It’s a good day out chatting about bees while you sit in the shade drinking tea. The location and other Blackhorse Apriary events can be found on Johns web site www.blackhorseapiaries.org.uk. The Beekeeping Centre is located in Blackhorse Road in St Johns near Woking in Surrey.

I hope most of you will have some honey to show for your endeavours this year, next comes the extraction and getting it into jars. The association has extractors available for hire at £5 plus £1 if you need the heated uncapping tray, any more information contact Fred Howard our extractor manager. The committee has decided to buy honey jars in bulk for sale to members, this will reduce the price per unit considerably; if you require jars please contact Peter Bowbrick or myself. We are also buying Apiguard in bulk to reduce the price to members. If we all treat our hives in the same apiaries at roughly the same time this will go a long way in reducing mite numbers due to drifting from untreated colonies, details from Peter Bowbrick.

Many of you have email addresses that I am not aware of, maybe you don’t want me to know, but if you would like to receive the Bmail, which is an occasional newsletter from BeeCraft, please let me know, I can then forward your details to BeeCraft. 

The committee would also like to welcome Mrs Lorna Gallagher to our association; I understand Lorna already keeps bees so I shall be looking for a few tips.

I’m always interested by beekeeping facts and figures; the following is just another example of the amazing productivity of our queens. 

Looking at Eggs, By Glynn Davies, President of the BBKA
A good queen can lay up to 3000 eggs a day at a rate of about two a minute. She needs a rapid conversion of food into eggs in order to maintain this level of fecundity. To maximise reproduction, the queen needs adequate food supplies, comb space for egg-laying and a lack of disturbance by the beekeeper. Assuming a more modest recruitment of 2000 new adult bees a day to a colony in May, this could soon result in a colony strength of 84,000 bees. A single brood box with eleven frames of National combs has a potential 4650 cells for egg-laying. A similar box of Commercial frames has 6500 cells, while a Dadant box has 7950. Some of the cells will be occupied by honey or pollen, and so are unavailable for egg-laying, so it is likely that a single National brood box may be insufficient for a good queen at peak egg-laying time.
A virgin queen mates on the wing outside the hive and will be inseminated by an average of ten drones. This semen is stored in the queen bee's semen pouch where it is mixed and released randomly to fertilise eggs destined to produce worker or queen bees. Worker bees from eggs fertilised by one drone are three quarters related to each other but only one quarter related to workers from eggs fertilized by other drones. When bees swarm, the worker bees in the swarm are not randomly drawn from all the available drone lines in the colony, but are often restricted to the progeny of three or four drones.
Eggs develop in the ovaries of the queen bee. Each of the two ovaries consists of a bundle of tubes or ovarioles in which the eggs form. The developing eggs are separated in the ovarioles by clusters of nurse cells that absorb nutrients and pass them into the eggs. Each ovary has about 250 ovarioles which deliver mature eggs to the oviduct for laying in a sequential manner. If the queen is laying eggs at the rate of two a minute, it will be about 250 minutes before an ovariole needs to release its next mature egg. In order to maintain this level of egg production, the queen requires a high level of nutrition. This is provided by the entourage of worker bees that encircle the queen and feed her with pre-digested food. By varying the amount of food given to the queen, the colony is able to control the rate of growth in bee numbers
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June Weather Statistics
Average daily maximum temperature 21.0 oC (0.1oC above average)

Highest daily maximum 25.7oC

Lowest night minimum 8.0oC

Rainfall was 59.9mm 122% of average.

This information was obtained from John Smith’s website at:  www.morden-weather.com
2007 Calendar
July –28th/29th  The Lavender Fields open day. Stanley Park Allotments, Carshalton.

August 6th – T.B.A

August 11th – Blackhorse Apiaries Open Day.  www.blackhorseapiaries.org.uk.

September 3rd – Bee disease checks.

October 1st – Talk by Peter Springall

For Sale and Wanted

Honey Extractor.

Stainless steel, tangential, variable speed electric. Will accept 2 British National deeps (brood frames) or 4 shallows (supers).  Priced at £250.

Please contact Norman Chapman on 020 8640 0030
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