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Editorial

The SBKA committee meeting last week was mostly upbeat with the Chairman Tim Lovett happy with the interest showed by the media in beekeeping, even if it was mostly “disappearing bees and giant hornets”. He thought publicity of the problems facing beekeepers would focus the minds of government departments, including Defra, of the folly in disbanding research projects related to beekeeping and agriculture in general and may even generate more funding. The interest and concern expressed by members of the public at the Morden Hall Park Fair, some citing the lack of bees in their gardens as a problem, seems to support this and will hopefully encourage more people to keep bees.

The down side to the meeting was the news that Farnham Division had detected a case of AFB, and Reigate a case of EFB both confirmed by the bee inspectors, also resistant varroa now seems endemic in all divisional apiaries. I would therefore encourage all our members to attend one of the IPM or disease recognition days organised by Croydon and Reigate and run by Alan Byham and David Rudland our area and seasonal bee inspectors. I have added the details to my editorial as I think it vital that we know what to look for and how to prevent these diseases destroying our colonies.

Integrated Pest Management Saturday June 9th.

This is a day of theory and practical activity, demonstrating techniques to slow the growth of varroa population in a hive; including comb trapping, artificial swarms, mite drop monitoring and drone brood removal. The use of authorised varroicides will be discussed.

Meet at the Scout Hut in Church Road, Whyteleafe at 10am. Tea/coffee and biscuits will be available bring a packed lunch or place an order for fish & chips (cost £5 ) to be delivered.

For more details please contact Celia Rudland celiarudland@excite.com or ‘phone 01883622788.

Bee Disease Recognition and Husbandry Day  Saturday 7th July.

Alan Byham and David Rudland will bring comb infected with AFB and EFB, which members will be able to examine in a bee proof room, protective aprons and gloves will be provided. There will also be presentations on the general and exotic diseases of honeybees. After lunch (we suggest you bring sandwiches or visit one of the excellent local pubs) there will be a practical demonstration of the correct way to examine a colony for brood diseases and exotic pests. We may also demonstrate the technique for testing pyrethroid resistance in varroa mite. The day starts at 10:30am at Box Hill School, Mickleham near Dorking. Space is an issue so it would be helpful if you could let Bob or Celia know if you are going to attend. Contact details bob.maurer@ntlworld.com ‘phone 07740707500 or Celia Rudland.

I understand that swarms from hives in the Morden Hall Park apiary this year have, to put it bluntly, been numerous. This reflects on WBKA as the National Trust have expressed concern since a swarm landed in a small tree in front of the café and could have posed a problem if members of the public had been stung. I would remind you that swarm prevention should be practised by you all, if you are unsure about the techniques our local “Bee Advisors” whose names and contact numbers are published in every newsletter are available for advice. The bees that “escape” and become feral in MHP will eventually die due to the lack of disease control. Those diseases left in the abandoned comb may well come back to haunt us, be warned.

On a lighter note the Morden Hall Park Fair was a success with the honey and wax products brought along by members selling well. It was good to see some of our newer colleagues in attendance to help with manning the stand, lets hope we can get a few more of you out next year it’s a fun weekend and a good place to sell your hive products. It was a pity that the Bank Holiday Monday was washed out in the middle of the day so the crowds departed but those that came later or the few that braved the downpour had a sunny warm end to the event. The committee would like to thank those members who gave both their time and effort and helped make the weekend a success.

Enclosed with your newsletter this month is an updated set of Apiary Rules and a new Morden Hall Park Procedures and Management booklet aimed at new members and non-beekeepers visiting the apiary. If you have any issues about either, are there points you want included, rules amended, items removed please let me know so we can address them at a committee meeting.

Phil Barnes

My 2007 Beekeeping Plans   Norman Chapman.

Before April was out all the brood that had been moved onto the planned cell builder had emerged and the Apiguard removed. The hive was then teeming with workers, so far so good. Using closely line foolscap paper I cut two wide strips each with the lines running vertically, one to use as a calendar covering two weeks in April and three in May, one space per day. The other was set out to scale the days I need to act within the Miller timing schedule. Using the calendar strip I could predict any clashes in my schedule.

      This ongoing diary of my efforts to fulfil this year’s aims began in last month’s newsletter. The queen-rearing project requires three hives.

1. The Breeder Colony. The one from which you want to propagate.

2. The Cell Builder. The stronger the better, its purpose is to feed those larvae you have chosen and are destined to become queens.

3. The Holding Hive. It looks after brood that it is convenient to move off the other two.

This is a seasoned, standard approach for most queen rearing styles.

Looking then at the construction of the Miller triangles of foundation. A quote from the book ‘Queen Rearing’ by Laidlaw & Eckert says “The method popularised by Dr Miller is the simplest of all procedures and is probably the best for the amateur to use”. The book also warns of likely comb collapse, it happens when, not being wired, the foundation slips away from behind the slim wooden wedge. Fred Howard gave me the answer to this one just turn the wedge at right angles, the hooked lip is then trapped behind it. In a British National brood frame there is only sufficient width for three of these triangles, I duly cut three and set them in a nucleus box. All but two combs of brood were removed from the breeder colony and the Miller frame inserted between these two.

The day came to take out the frame of laid up triangles and insert it into the cell builder, I deemed it wise first to remove the cell builders queen in preparation and nestle her into a nucleus box. There she was on the second frame I lifted, I had the nucleus box set up ready all I had to do was catch the queen. I pick up queens with a queen catcher clip, I’ve put queens temporarily aside this way many times, however this time she slipped the net and scampered away. I then searched each comb in that box four times in rotation, running short of time I called up the api-dragnet. This involves moving the hive aside and replacing it with an empty box, each comb was then lifted into the new box, after a judicial search, and its workers shaken onto a queen excluder one by one. Still unable to find the queen I put the hive back together and didn’t look at the Miller frame in the breeder colony for three days. The result was after three days the workers had filled the open spaces with wild comb and that had in turn been filled with eggs, I put it with the other brood combs in the holding colony.

Once a queen twigs that she is being sought she puts her avoidance cunning into overdrive, I’ve seen it before but I can be persistent too, so do regard this as a mere hiccup. A new Miller frame was quickly put together and set into the breeder colony, again between two brood frames. The schedule strip I mentioned earlier was soon stapled onto a new position on my makeshift calendar set to nine days later. A nine day delay might well put me further into the swarming risk incidence and spurious cells could very well appear in the wrong places, if that occurs I can simply buy time and cut them out.

So being now full of confidence I first set about finding the queen again in the cell builder. I put a nucleus box beside the hive so the moment I spot her, she and the frame she’s on goes straight into the nucleus. Thus prepared I inspected the brood frames one by one and did not find her, each comb is teeming with workers which makes the search difficult. Despite a grand search of each comb three times there is still no sign of her, noting queen cells on nearly every comb was she still there? Shaking bees off some of the frames revealed an absence of eggs, so she’d gone, the colony had swarmed. I cut out 28 cells and I earnestly hope that I found them all, if I’ve missed only one then all is lost.

Time for decisions, assuming that the colony is now queenless, which was my aim anyway, the next stage is to process and insert the Miller frame. Now onto the breeder colony, on lifting out the Miller frame I found that it was fully drawn, the bees had filled the intervening spaces with wild drone comb and my cut out triangles were buried in the middle. The drone comb had to be cut away to leave the original triangles and then the edges cut back to leave very young larvae standing out prominently, all very fragile and time consuming. To avoid the distraction of bees from two open hives flying around I retreated to the car and performed the cutting and clipping with the frame on my lap. This close and hasty work left the triangle edges quite raggety, but we don’t need to tell the bees what to do, when there’s a need they just get on with it

The next stage is to see how many cells are being built and to reduce them to five or six, this is the amount of good queens that you can expect, in the meantime I have to wait another six days.

Norman Chapman May 2007
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1. May Weather Statistics
Average daily maximum temperature was 18.9C (4.8oC above average)

Highest daily maximum was 25.7oC

Lowest night minimum was  0.1oC

Rainfall was 5% of average.

This information was obtained from John Smith’s website at:  www.morden-weather.com 

2007 Calendar
May 19/20th  – WBKA Beekeeping Course.

May 28th – Surrey County Show, Stoke Park Guildford.

June 2/3rd – WBKA Beekeeping Course.

June 4th – T.B.A

June 9th – IPM Day Croydon BKA call Celia Rudland 01883 622788 celiarudland@excite.com
July 2nd – T.B.A
July 7th – Bee Health Workshop Reigate BKA call Bob Maurer 07740 707500
                 Bob.maurer@ntlworld.com  

August 6th – T.B.A

September 3rd – Bee disease checks.

October 1st – Talk by Peter Springall

Association Committee Members

	Chairman:

Peter Bowbrick

Tel: 020 8648 6358

Email:

pjbowbrick@yahoo.com


	Secretary/Newsletter/SBKA Rep

Phil Barnes

Tel: 020 8395 4719

email:

philipbarnes@blueyonder.co.uk
	Treasurer:

John Masters



	Swarm Secretary:

Peter Bowbrick 

Phil Barnes


	Programme Secretary:

Norman Chapman


	Librarian:

Charlotte Winterborn



	Extractor Manager:

Fred Howard


	Local Bee Advisors:

Peter Bowbrick

Fred Howard

Norman Chapman

Paul Gardiner –


	

	Regional Bee Inspector

Alan Byham

Tel: 01306 611016

Seasonal Bee Inspector

David Rudland

Tel:


	National Bee Unit website:

www.Beebase.csl.gov.uk

Tel: 01904 462510
	WBKA website:

www.wimbledon-bees.co.uk











3

