6th ETAN OPEN EUROPEAN CLUB CHAMPIONSHIPS

th

You can find more professional pictures of the 6 ETAN Open European Club Championships
https://www.marceldefotograaf.nl/

Saturday & Sunday 1st & 2nd September, 2018

For the weekend we travelled to Holland for the 6th ETAN Championship Event.

It took place at:
Sports Hall De Vliethorst,
Burgemeester van der Haarplein 9,
2251 CT Voorschoten,
Holland
Saturday evening we stayed 15minutes away at:
Ibis Leiden Centre
Stationsplein 240,
2312 AR Leiden,
Holland
Leiden is a typical university city which has been like this since 1575; it has been one of
Europe's most prominent scientific Centre’s for more than four centuries, university buildings
are scattered throughout the city and the many students from all over the world give the city
a bustling, vivid and international atmosphere.

PUBLISHED PROGRAM FOR THE WEEKEND

A NOTE FROM THE ORGANISING TEAM

Dear Aikidoka,
On the 1st and 2nd of September 2018 we hosted the 6th ETAN Open Championships in
Voorschoten, the Netherlands. All in all we had participants from Belgium, Bulgaria, France,
Georgia, Russia, UK and the Netherlands making a total of 84 competitors. Sadly Ukraine
had to cancel their registration at the last moment.

To everyone who helped create this event, be it in competing, refereeing, helping out with
paperwork or laying out the mats and tables etc., we would like to say THANK YOU ALL SO
MUCH!
In particular we are grateful to Pat Kramp and his family for helping us out with the
scoreboards and paperwork, to Adrian Tyndale and Jill Hennessy-Seabolt who willingly
helped out with the refereeing, because of an enormous shortage of referees.

Organizing this tournament was a learning experience but we enjoyed it a lot.

Best Cheers from the organizing Team of the Championships.

RESULTS OF THE 6th ETAN OPEN EUROPEAN CLUB CHAMPIONSHIPS:

Randori Men:
1.
Dmitry Olihov (RUS)
2.
Scott Pearce (UK)
3.
Doyin Ogunbiyi (UK)

Randori Women:
1.
Gitte Wolput (BEL)
2.
Ellie Gander (UK)
3.
Dana Waerlop (BEL)

Toshu Junanahon:
1.
Callum Darling – Paolo Pestna (UK)
2.
Sander Boer – Maurits Donga (NL)
3.
Kate Bolton – Edward Gander (UK)

Tanto Junanahon:
1.
Maxim Shramkov – Dmitry Khromov (RUS)
2.
Ilya Solonitsyn – Dmitry Olihov (RUS)
3.
Rajdeep Shergill – Morgan Murphy (UK)

Dai San:
1.
2.
3.

Ilya Solonitsyn – Dmitry Olihov (RUS)
Michel Doove – Geert Barnhoorn (NL)
Scott Pearce – Andrew Rigby (UK)

Mixed Randori:
1.
M. Ladbrooke/Geert Barnhoorn/Adeline Chanseau (UK/NL)
2.
Aziz El Ghoul/Ben van Leemputte/Gitte Wolput (FRA/BEL)
3.
Andrew Rigby/Paul Myhil/Ellie Gander (UK)

Ninin Dori:
1.
Andrew Rigby/Scott Pearce/ Rajdeep Shergill (UK)
2.
Geert Barnhoorn/Niels Meulmeester/Michel Doove (NL)
3.
Vakhtang Sikharulidze/ Lasha Rostomashvili/ Vakhtang Obgaidze (GEO)

REPORT
For the event itself there were mixed emotions. As always it is a difficult task for everyone,
players officials all the support team to bring it all together. With any one of these elements
missing then the event cannot happen. The event ran so we must deem it as a success.
A pictorial report of the event shows some of the highlights.

THE OATH & INTRODUCTIONS

Fritz & Lorain open the Championships
The Championships Oath

Ihara san addresses the congregation

Referees meeting

SOME OF THE ACTION

SOME GROUP PICTURES

AN IMPORTANT SPECTATOR

SATURDAY EVENING

We seemed to split
different groups for
Saturday evening meal.
in any event a good time
had by all.

into
the
But
was

PURE PERCUSSION

The commencement of
the awards ceremony
kicked off with a bang!

SOME AWARDS PICTURES
Tristan claps his Gold Medallist Mum

A COMMENT
For the players their technical ability and good manners and etiquette are paramount. As a
competitor a good knowledge of Judging and Refereeing should be a must for entry. This
has to be taught at club level initially. From this we will develop people who can go on to
become officials at these events. It is all too easy to stand at the edge of the area and
comment on the level of the Players, the Refereeing and the Judging. For the officials it is a
difficult and thankless task but a very important part of what we do in competition and few
really want to do it. At the end of the day, whether they are right or wrong, the Referees and
Judges Decision has to be supported and this can invariable upset players. Video evidence
is useful for future training purpose only and it is an excellent use of this technology. But we
have to remember that in the same way as a person standing in one spot observing, the
camera only has one perspective too. The Referee has to make a "snap" decision and in
the heat of the moment and sometimes they are wrong; live with it. Of course we must strive
to improve Judging and Refereeing and we must strive to improve the player’s performance
too. Referees and Judges who are expected to perform well for long stints and without a
break are being bullied and the result is everyone loses! Should there be insufficient
officials, which is often the case, it is far better to include a break in the proceedings to give
them a rest; we do this for the players!

We used the flag system for Judging Embu. This is now proving to be a good step forwards.
It is important to use five people to obtain the fairest result.

Ninidori has a mixed reception in some camps but it is always enjoyed by the players and it
is a gateway into competition for those not wanting to participate in Shiai.
The techniques must be meaningful but without necessarily burying the attacker into the mat
which then stops the flow and appearance of the performance. Tori must always be mindful
of the third player. That player should not just wait around for Tori to be ready but just attack
when they are ready. Tori should never be in a position where both players are within one
step to target. Tori must always be in a position whereby they can see both opponents.
This weekend one team performed their displays with the Uke's using Tanto this is
acceptable but in my opinion the use of other weapons is a step too far and is very difficult to
manage the etiquette. Although tactically and in a "street" situation throwing one person into
the other is beneficial, in this situation the flow is paused or stopped which is not desirable.
Occasionally and particularly after a "stop" there is an awkward delay in the flow, Tori has
any of the five techniques from the first section of Basic kata at their disposal these do not
require Uke to attack. Just choose one and split-up the two Uke's; if left to recover they can
attack together, rather like the start.

Outside the Study Group we all run independent classes whereby only a few in the class are
interested in competing in competition. We have to contact neighbouring club, who will have
similar issues, and work together. As an example, if seven students can meet regularly to
train in elements of competition it can work. Why seven? Seven is a minimum, five

Judges/Referees and two Players. For learning and practice purposes we can use three
Judges so that two can form an Embu pair.
After each Embu demonstration has completed and the flags are raised, discussion is
necessary to assist and promote learning.
After this everyone moves around one place so that there is in effect a new panel and
players. Everyone has a chance to Judge and everyone performs both as Tori and Uke.
We can do the same for Tanto Randori. But in this case two students take the positions of
time-keeper and Scorer. Once more by rotation everyone does every job.
To implement this does not take much time out of a class session. The kata's could be only
a few techniques and the Randori bouts a reduced time. This is just a positive suggestion
on ultimately how we might improve our competitions.
We must all strive to work on improving all of these elements and so be prepared for the
next major competition in Malaga, Spain 2019.

All said and done, we had a great time and our thanks extend to Frits van Gulick, Koos de
Graaff, Lex Keehnen, Lorain Doppert, Stephen Vergeer, and all the team who made it
happen. Although we were inside for most of the time the blue skies and good weather
enabled us to enjoy the local area when time permitted.

STUDY GROUP TOMIKI AIKIDO - Friday 31st August, 2018
This was a pre-competition
session which we squeezed
in before travelling to
Holland. This evening there
were
four
of
us
in
attendance; Eddy, Adrian,
Ria and Ronny.
After a brief stretch Eddy
used a Bo to illustrate how
power can travel along its
line. We worked in pairs
each partner holding an end
firmly but not blocking.
Using one of the spine
manipulation exercises one
partner rotated the Bo whilst
the other felt the effect of
this twist. It was interesting
to observe that if the
initiator, Tori, moved down
the Bo, closer to Uke, then
the rotating effect of Tori's
movement became sooner.
This confirmed that the
power takes time to travel
along the Bo and that this
proximity confirmed this.
So now we applied this idea to the arm. If we start a movement at the shoulder, the power
travels along the arm to the elbow then to the palm side of the wrist then to the middle of the
palm then to the palm side of the knuckles and finally to the finger tips.
A similar phenomenon exists from the floor through the feet and up through each joint to the
palm of the hand when you push an opponent. The power travels up through the body and it
takes time for this to happen.
We continued our studies with this using the elbow section of Basic Kata. Even the grip and
the twisting of the skin and soft tissue (facia) took time to establish its effect on Uke. Both
hands of Tori are always active. The twisting effect Uke receives starts at the wrist, travelling
radially along the Ulna and radius bones to the elbow where Tori reinforces the effect by
applying a further twisting effect by using their other hand. This action is continuous, never
stopping or pausing.
Some interesting and difficult ideas to grasp on our first Study Group session after the
summer break.

STUDY GROUP TOMIKI AIKIDO SESSIONS FOR 2018 . . .
21-23Sep2018 Antwerp, BELGIUM with Eddy Wolput
28Sep2018 Margate, KENT UK with Adrian Tyndale
05-07Oct2018 Antwerp, BELGIUM with Eddy Wolput & guests from Bulgaria
16-18Nov2018 Almussafes SPAIN with Eddy Wolput
07-09Dec2018 Antwerp, BELGIUM with Eddy Wolput

PROPOSED STUDY GROUP TOMIKI AIKIDO SESSIONS FOR 2019 . . .
04-06Jan2019 Antwerp, BELGIUM with Eddy Wolput (New Year Kampai)
15-17Feb2019 Antwerp, BELGIUM with Eddy Wolput
01-03Mar2019 Almussafes, SPAIN with Adrian Tyndale
08-10Mar2019 Antwerp, BELGIUM with Eddy Wolput
15Mar2019 Ernest Bevin Seminar, Tooting, London, UK with Yoshiomi Inoue
16-17Mar2019 BAA NOTR Seminar, Basildon, UK with Yoshiomi Inoue
16-17Mar2019 DAIKAN Dojo, Malaga, SPAIN with Tadayuki Sato
13-14Apr2019 Rising Dawn Seminar, Dublin, IRELAND
with Bob Jones, Paul Wildish and Adrian Tyndale
30Apr-01May2019 SAKURA Dojo, Brussels, BELGIUM with Akira Hino
04-05May2019 Sofia, BULGARIA with Eddy Wolput
24-26May2019 Antwerp, BELGIUM with Eddy Wolput
07-09Jun2019 Almussafes, SPAIN with Yoshiomi Inoue
14-16Jun2019 Margate, UK with Eddy Wolput
13-15Sep2019 Antwerp, BELGIUM with Eddy Wolput
07-14Oct2019 13th International Aikido Tournament, Malaga, SPAIN
19-25Oct2019 Master Class Paris, FRANCE with Akira Hino
25-27Oct2019 Antwerp, BELGIUM with Eddy Wolput
15-17Nov2019 Almussafes, SPAIN with Eddy Wolput
06-08Dec2019 Antwerp, BELGIUM with Eddy Wolput

STUDY GROUP TOMIKI AIKIDO - Tradition and Knowledge
Chief Instructors/Examiners Study Group Tomiki Aikido
Eddy Wolput
7th Dan (JAA) - JAA-Shihan
Frits van Gulick
7th Dan (JAA) - JAA-Shihan
Yoshiomi Inoue
7th Dan (JAA) - JAA Senior Instructor
Instructors/Examiners Study Group Tomiki Aikido
Adrian Tyndale
6th Dan (JAA/BAA) - JAA-Shihan Dai - International Silver Medallist
Gina De Weerdt
5th Dan (JAA) - JAA-Shihan Dai - former European Kata Champion
Koos de Graaff
5th Dan (JAA)
Mike Thraves
5th Dan (JAA) - JAA-Shihan Dai
Pierre Alain Zeiter
5th Dan (JAA) - JAA-Shihan Dai
Valentin Miloslov
4th Dan (JAA)

STUDY GROUP TOMIKI AIKIDO - TECHNICAL WEBSITE:
https://studygrouptomikiaikido.wordpress.com
STUDY GROUP TOMIKI AIKIDO - ARCHIVED REPORTS:
http://www.aikidouk.co.uk/study-group-reports.htm
STUDY GROUP TOMIKI AIKIDO DOJOS:
https://studygrouptomikiaikido.blog/content/

